
October 7, 2022

The Honorable Dr. Miguel Cardona
Secretary
United States Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202

The Honorable Xavier Becerra
Secretary
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20201

The Honorable Shalanda Young
Director
Office of Management and Budget
725 17th St., NW
Washington, D.C. 20503

Dr. Rochelle P. Walensky
Director
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
1600 Clifton Road
Atlanta, GA 30329

Robert J. Fenton, Jr.
National Monkeypox Response Coordinator
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Secretary Cardona, Secretary Becerra, Director Young, Director Walensky, and Coordinator Fenton,

Thank you for your work thus far to support students, families, educators, and school communities 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. We write to urge you to prioritize our children’s wellbeing as our 
nation continues to need effective measures at all levels of government to mitigate and eradicate COVID-
19, monkeypox, and polio. Our schools need robust guidance paired with substantive federal investments 
to ensure they are able to keep their communities safe in the context of these three concurrent public 
health threats. 

As of September 20th, there are still over 50,000 new COVID-19 cases each day across the United 
States.1 Monkeypox has continued to spread since the beginning of the outbreak in May, with 24,203 
cases confirmed in the United States as of September 20th.2 While the risk of children contracting 
monkeypox seems low at the moment, we are seeing increasing reports of suspected and confirmed 
pediatric cases – including New York’s first pediatric monkeypox case reported during the week of 
August 17th – and do not know how the risk level will change now that schools have reopened.3 Polio has

1 CDC COVID Data Tracker | Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Accessed September 20, 2022. 
2 2022 U.S. Map and Case Count, Monkeypox | Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Accessed September 20, 2022. 
3 For the first time, monkeypox has been reported in a minor in New York state | CNN, August 21, 2022. 



also been detected in 57 samples in New York as of September 9th,4 while vaccination rates in the 
affected areas are concerningly low.5   

At the same time, educators and students are set to face extraordinarily challenging circumstances as 
schools reopen this fall. Young people are still dealing with the physical, socioemotional, academic, and 
economic impacts of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and the state of youth mental health is a 
nationwide crisis. Many states are also facing teacher and staff shortages, and those who remain are often 
exhausted and burnt out.6 The continued fight against COVID-19 and the re-emergence of monkeypox 
and polio as public health threats will only add to and exacerbate these issues. Schools are in need of 
definitive guidance for birth through 5 and K-12 programs paired with reciprocal federal support to 
prevent outbreaks and mitigate the many effects of cases that do occur in their communities. 

We appreciate the CDC’s efforts to issue an FAQ about monkeypox for schools and early childhood 
centers as well as the CDC’s resource providing considerations for school-located vaccination clinics, but 
we remain concerned that our schools may not be equipped to combat the confluence of COVID-19, 
monkeypox, and polio outbreaks. Preventing spread among children is critical especially given the 
increased risk of severe disease associated with monkeypox cases among young children, as well as the 
life altering and sometimes fatal effects of polio.7 Students come into close contact with each other and 
with their teachers daily, whether through play, hands-on learning activities, sports, and more. We cannot 
ignore the potential risks posed to students and teachers in their day-to-day lives, and must do everything 
possible to protect members of our school community and ensure schools are safe and sustainable places 
to work and learn. We urge your agencies to work in coordination to put out robust, comprehensive, and 
specific guidance for schools and school partners that addresses the compounding public health dangers 
they face.

Furthermore, our educators, students, and families are in need of federal investments commensurate with 
the scale of these three public health crises. Such investments are especially important in the context of 
existing educator and staff shortages, as well as the lengthy isolation period associated with contracting 
monkeypox. We urge you to explore all options for supporting schools and communities, and ask that you
provide answers to the following questions within 2 weeks of receiving of this letter:

1. What supports and resources beyond existing COVID-19 guidance and resources can and will 
you provide to school communities to help them implement guidance and contain potential 
outbreaks in the context of COVID-19, monkeypox, and polio?

2. What flexibilities can and will you provide to allow schools, public health departments, and 
community partners to use previously appropriated federal funds to combat monkeypox and 
polio?

3. What are you doing to promote vaccination in schools to catch kids up for all childhood 
immunizations, including Polio and COVID-19? What are you doing to promote vaccinations for 
parents, guardians, family members, and the broader school community as necessary?

4 Wastewater Surveillance | New York State Department of Health, Accessed September 20, 2022. 
5 Polio Vaccination Rates By County | New York State Department of Health, Accessed September 20, 2022. 
6 ‘Never seen it this bad’: America faces catastrophic teacher shortage | The Washington Post, August 4, 2022. 
7 What is Monkeypox? | American Academy of Pediatrics, Accessed September 20, 2022.



4. How are your agencies acting to protect populations of students and educators in school settings 
who are especially vulnerable to severe disease associated with monkeypox and/or polio, 
including children under 8 years old, people with certain skin conditions, pregnant people, 
immunocompromised individuals, and those living in households with immunocompromised 
individuals?

5. What wraparound services can and will the federal government provide to support students, 
educators, and school community members who must isolate for long periods of time?

6. Given that many American Rescue Plan funds have been or will soon be fully obligated, what 
additional funding is needed to implement effective guidance with fidelity that could be 
appropriated by Congress in an emergency supplemental to directly support schools and school 
communities in combating monkeypox, polio, and COVID-19?

Now is the time to take a proactive rather than reactive position in combating these compounding public 
health crises. It is imperative that efforts to protect children are central to our actions in the continued 
fights against COVID-19, monkeypox, and polio, meaning we must act with all possible urgency to 
anticipate, mitigate, and prevent potential outbreaks of monkeypox and polio in school settings. 

Sincerely,

Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Karen Bass
Member of Congress

Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

Mark Takano
Member of Congress



Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress

Marie Newman
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress


